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SJohnson, Samuel (1709 – 1784)

The chief advantage which these fictions have
over real life is, that their authors are at liberty,
though not to invent, yet to select objects, and to
cull from the mass of mankind, those individuals
upon which the attention ought most to be em-
ployed; as a diamond, though it cannot be made,
may be polished by art, and placed in such a sit-
uation, as to display that lustre which before was
buried among common stones.
— The Rambler
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