What you want is a philosophy that will not only
exercise your powers of intellectual abstraction,
but that will make some positive connexion with
this actual world of finite human lives. You want
a system that will combine both things, the sci-
entific loyalty to facts and willingness to take ac-
count of them, the spirit of adaptation and accom-
modation, in short, but also the old confidence
in human values and the resultant spontaneity,
whether of the religious or of the romantic type.
And this is then your dilemma: you find the two
parts of your quaesitum hopelessly separated.

— Pragmatism
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