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La filosofia ¢ scritta in questo grandissimo libro
che continuamente ci sta aperto innanzi agli oc-
chi (io dico I'universo), ma non si puo inten-
dere, se prima non s’impara a intender la lingua,
e conoscer i caratteri ne’quali & scritto. Egli ¢
scritto in lingua matematica, e i caratteri son tri-
angoli, cerchi ed altre figure geometriche, senza i
quali mezzi ¢ impossibile intenderne umanamente
parola; senza questi ¢ un aggirarsi vanamente per
un oscuro laberinto.

— Il Saggiatore

Philosophy is written in this grand book which
stands continually open before our eyes (I mean
the universe), but can not be understood unless
you first learn to understand the language, and
to know the characters in which it is written. It
is written in the language of mathematics, and
its characters are triangles, circles and other ge-
ometrical figures, without which means it is hu-
manly impossible to understand a word of it, with-
out these one is wandering around in a dark
labyrinth.
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